
Minutes of the County Council Meeting held on 8 March 2012 
 
Present:  
 

Attendance 
Ben Adams 
Paul Atkins 
Philip Atkins 
Ray Barron 
Erica Bayliss 
Brian Beale 
John Bernard 
Len Bloomer 
Henry Butter 
Frank Chapman 
Ron Clarke 
John Cooper 
Tim Corbett 
Pat Corfield 
Dylis Cornes 
Peter Davies 
Derek Davis, OBE 
William Day 
 

Veronica Downes 
Janet Eagland 
Ray Easton 
Brian Edwards 
Matthew Ellis 
Terry Finn 
John Francis 
Bob Fraser 
Christina Jebb 
Phil Jones 
Philip Jones 
Kathy Lamb 
Mike Lawrence 
Ian Lawson 
Frank Lewis, MBE 
Geoff Locke 
Robert Marshall 
Geoffrey Martin 

Mike Maryon 
Mary Maxfield 
Geoff Morrison 
David Nixon 
Jeremy Oates 
Michael Oates 
Ian Parry 
Robert Reade 
Rex Roberts, OBE 
John Rowley 
Liz Staples 
Stephen Sweeney 
Simon Tagg 
Steve Tranter 
John Wells 
Alan White 
Mark Winnington 
Mike Worthington 

 
Apologies for absence:  David Billson, Gill Heath, Derrick Huckfield and Kath Perry 
 
PART ONE 
 
54. County Councillor David Billson 
 
The Chairman informed Members of Mr Billson’s continuing absence from Council 
meetings due to ill health. 
 
Resolved – (a) That in light of Mr David Billson’s continuing ill health, and for the 
purposes of section 85 of the Local Government Act 1972, his continuing absence from 
Council meetings be authorised for a further period of six months. 
 
(b) That the Council’s best wishes for a speedy recovery be forwarded to Mr Billson. 
 
55. Confirmation of the minutes of the Council meeting held on 9 February 2012 
 
RESOLVED – That the minutes of the meeting held on 9 February 2012 be confirmed. 



 

 
56. Chairman's Correspondence 
 
By-election Results – Leek South 
 
The Chairman reported the election, on 9 February, of Mr Neal Podmore as Councillor 
for the Leek South County Electoral Division.  Members extended their congratulations 
to Mr Podmore on his election to the County Council. 
 
The late Mr. Austin Hanchard 
  
The Council were informed of the death, on 17 February 2012, of Mr. Austin Hanchard, 
who represented the Caverswall County Electoral Division on the County Council 
between 1993 and 2001.   Mr. Hanchard had served as a member of the Education 
Group Committee, Enterprise and Economic Development Committee, Economic and 
European Affairs Committee, Development Services Group Committee, Policy and 
Resources Group Committee, Public Protection Committee and Highways and 
Transportation Committee.  He was also Chairman of the Planning Committee between 
1997 and 1999.  Members paid tribute to the contribution made by Mr Hanchard. 
 
Retirement of the Lord-Lieutenant for Staffordshire 
 
The Chairman informed Members that Sir James Hawley, Lord-Lieutenant for 
Staffordshire, was to retire on 28 March 2012 after serving nearly 19 years.  Sir James 
Hawley was appointed Lord-Lieutenant in 1993 and became a Knight Commander of 
the Royal Victorian Order (KCVO) in The Queen’s Birthday Honours in 2010.   
 
Members extended the Council’s thanks to Sir James for the valuable contribution he 
had made to the County and wished him well in his retirement. 
 
The Chairman also extended his to congratulations to Ian Dudson who had been 
appointed by Her Majesty as Lord-Lieutenant of Staffordshire to succeed Sir James 
Hawley. 
 
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Celebration 
 
The Chairman informed Members that on, Sunday 19 February 2012, he and Her 
Majesty’s Lord-Lieutenant of Staffordshire, Sir James Hawley KCVO, TD, JP, had jointly 
hosted a Service of Thanksgiving at Lichfield Cathedral to mark the sixtieth anniversary 
of the accession of Her Majesty the Queen. The event was attended by around 660 
people including Their Royal Highnesses, The Duke and Duchess of Gloucester.  
 
Diamond Jubilee Pageant  
 
The Council were informed that “President”, the world’s only surviving steam powered 
narrow boat and part built in Staffordshire, was to represent the county in the 1,000-boat 
flotilla on the Thames as part of the Diamond Jubilee Pageant on 3 June 2012.  
 
This historic vessel would shortly be starting its 336 mile journey to London and, before 
leaving Staffordshire, was to make canalside stops at Etruria on 20 April, Stone on 21 



 

April and Fradley on 22 April.  “President” would then make further stops as she 
journeyed to London.  The journey was being funded exclusively by sponsorship from 
major Staffordshire businesses including JCB, Michelin, Wedgwood and St. Modwen. 
 
57. Statement of the Leader of the Council 
 
Staffordshire Prosperity Update 
(Paragraph 1.1 of the Statement) 
Members debated the considerable advances being made throughout the County to 
increase prosperity through support to, and the promotion of, businesses and the raising 
of aspirations amongst the community.  The promotion of Social Enterprises would be a 
future priority. 
 
West Midlands Councils 
(Paragraph 1.2 of the Statement) 
A report was presented on revisions to the West Midlands in Europe Service (WMES) to 
refocus on the core business, namely concentration by the Birmingham office on 
supporting ERDF opportunities and by the Brussels office on providing policy, lobbying, 
information and influencing support. 
 
Staffordshire Families and Communities Update 
(Paragraph 2.1 of the Statement) 
The ways in which changes to the NHS, including GP commissioning powers, would 
complement the integration of Health and Social Care Services were debated.  Council 
also noted the recruitment of an additional 65 carers for fostering and adoption and 
congratulated winter maintenance staff on their success in keeping the County’s roads 
clear during the recent poor weather. Debate took place on the decision to freeze 
council tax for a further two years during a period of transformation in service provision 
by the County Council. 
 
Leader’s Tour of South Staffordshire 
(Paragraph 2.2 of the Statement) 
Projects viewed by the Leader during a recent visit to the South Staffordshire, 
particularly the Kinver Division, were reported. 
 
2011/12 Quarter 3 Outcome, Performance and finance Report 
(Paragraph 3.1 of the Statement) 
A number of successes and initiatives were highlighted and discussed namely: 

• Staffordshire being named as the top UK Authority for job creation,  
• the award winning ‘Your Staffordshire’ card initiative,  
• the creation of the Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub (MASH), 
• The transition of Public Health responsibilities to the County Council, 
• Reductions in the levels of acquisitive crime, violent crime with injury and 

domestic violent crime, 
• The Olympic Torch Relay to pass through ten towns and communities in 

Staffordshire. 



 

 
Portfolio Holder Delegated Decisions 
(Paragraph 3.2 of the Statement) 
Delegated decisions taken in relation to the disposal of land in Lichfield and the payment 
of compensation to a complainant were reported with the former debated as an example 
of authorities working together to secure a development for the overall benefit of the 
community.  
 
Forward Plan 
(Paragraph 3.3 of the Statement) 
It was reported that Cabinet had approved the Forward Plan for the March-June 2012 
period. 
 
58. Petition regarding the removal of the Roundabout in Leek Town Centre 
 
Members were informed that the County Council’s Petitions Policy stated that a petition 
that included more than 5,000 signatures automatically prompted a debate at the next 
available Full Council meeting.   
 
A 7,749 signature petition objecting to the proposed removal of the roundabout in Leek 
Town Centre was presented at the County Council meeting on 9 February 2012.   
 
Councillor Pam Wood, as spokesperson for the petitioners, called on Members to review 
the recommended highway revisions for the Town Centre required as part of the 
development of a Sainsbury’s Supermarket on the outskirts of the town (including the 
removal of the roundabout).  She argued that the roundabout formed the hub of the 
centre and was a key feature in the traditional market town.  She urged agreement to 
more extensive public consultation on any proposals arguing that the need to amend the 
highway layout in the town centre had only been made known to local residents during 
the latter stages of the planning process and commenting on the confusion caused by 
the fluid nature of the proposals. 
 
Mr Podmore, local member, referred to the importance to Leek Town Centre of 
economic regeneration and investment commenting that the Sainsbury’s development 
was on a brownfield site.  He expressed the view that the changing nature of the 
proposals demonstrated responsiveness to local opinion and argued that sufficient 
consultation opportunities had been provided.    
 
In response, Mr Maryon reminded members that all decisions on the planning 
application, including associated highway works, were the responsibility of Staffordshire 
Moorlands District Council.  He echoed comments made about the changes to 
proposals demonstrating responsiveness to local opinion and detailed the various 
consultation events which had taken place to seek that opinion.   
 
Members discussed the information presented by all parties. During debate members 
acknowledged the unique characteristics of Leek as a market town, calling on the 
District Council to lead a campaign to ‘re-invent’ the town centre to secure it’s long term 
survival.  They also discussed the benefits to the town of the investment by Sainsbury’s 
including job creation.  Calls were made for any scheme finally approved by 
Staffordshire Moorlands District Council to avoid congestion in other areas of the town 



 

and to have pedestrian safety as it’s priority.  The District Council’s responsibility for all 
aspects of the development was stressed.  
 
Resolved – That the petition be forwarded to Staffordshire Moorlands District Council 
and they be informed of the issues raised during the County Council’s debate. 
 
59. Questions 
 
Mr. Locke asked the following question of the Cabinet Member for Environment and 
Assets: 

 
Question 
 
What responsibility does the County Council have concerning Kidsgrove Swimming 
Pool? 
 
Reply  
 
The County Council owns the building and it is managed through a Joint Use 
Agreement between the Governing Body of Clough Hall Technology School and 
Newcastle-under-Lyme Borough Council. 
 
Supplementary Question 
 
The pool is currently closed for major repairs to the roof, what is the County 
Council’s involvement in these works?  
 
Reply 
 
The pool, as part of Clough Hall School, has suffered from a legacy of low investment over 
time. It is part of a PFI bid to improve the situation. 

 
60. Recommendations to the Council 
 
Treasury Management, Annual Investment and Minimum  
Revenue Provision Strategies 2012/13 
 
Resolved – (a) That the updated CIPFA Treasury Management in the Public Services 
Code of Practice (2011) (the Code) and the Treasury Management Policy Statement be 
adopted. 
 
(b) that the Annual Investment Strategy (AIS) 2012/13 comprising: 
 
 a) investment instruments; 
 b) credit quality; 
 c) term of investments;  
 
be adopted. 
 
(c) That the Minimum Revenue Provision (MRP) policy 2012/) be adopted. 



 

Members’ Allowances Scheme - Independent Remuneration Panel Report 
 
Resolved – (a) That the recommendations of the Independent Remuneration Panel be 
accepted and Members’ Allowances be frozen for the 2012/13 Municipal Year. 
 
(b) The period of office for Ray Betteridge, Jane Landick, Gerald Griffin and Ian Starkie 
as members of the Independent Remuneration Panel be extended for a further period of 
12 months to 31 March 2013. 
 
(c) That, following the retirement from the Panel of Patrick Granges on 31 March 2012, 
(after fulfilling eight years as a member of the Panel with five years as the Chairman) 
arrangements be made for a Special Committee of the Audit Committee to be held to 
appoint a new member to the Independent Remuneration Panel. 
 
(d) That the thanks of the County Council be conveyed to Patrick Granges for his work 
as a member of the Panel over the last 8 years. 
 
61. Report of the Chairman of the Staffordshire Police Authority 
 
Resolved – That the periodic report of the Staffordshire Police Authority be received. 
 
62. Report of the Chairman of the Stoke-on-Trent and Staffordshire Fire and 
Rescue Authority 
 
The Council extended their congratulations to Mr Bloomer following the recent 
announcement that he had been awarded the Sonja Oatley Award for Member 
Involvement in the Community. 
 
Resolved – That the Periodic Report of the Stoke-on-Trent and Staffordshire Fire and 
Rescue Authority be received. 
 
 
 

  
Chairman 

be available on request. 
Documents referred to in these minutes as Schedules are not appended, but will be attached to the 
signed copy of the Minutes of the meeting.  Copies, or specific information contained in them, may be 
available on request. 
 


